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(Item 2 on the Agenda)


The following activities were carried out by the CIM Permanent Secretariat in the four-month period between February to June 2001:

I. Thirty-first regular session of the OAS General Assembly – San José, Costa Rica 
(June 3 -5, 2001)

The OAS General Assembly was attended by the CIM President and the Executive Secretary.  Pursuant to the mandates assigned, the Permanent Secretariat prepared and presented two reports to the Permanent Council for its consideration:  (1)  Report of the CIM to the General Assembly; and (2) Second Biennial Report of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) on Compliance with Resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), "Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, 'Convention of Belém do Pará.'"
  These two documents were presented by the Executive Secretary at the meeting of the Permanent Council of May 2, 2001.  Copies of each report are presented to the Executive Committee for its information, under the corresponding agenda item. 


It should be noted that the Second Biennial Report was sent to the Permanent Council for its consideration, along with a draft resolution, which was subsequently adopted by the General Assembly.  This resolution and other pertinent resolutions of interest to the CIM are available in document CIM/CD/doc.24/01, for the information of the Executive Committee.
II. Mandates of the First Regular Meeting of the Executive Committee
Agreement No. 1:  The agreement refers to measures taken by the CIM to implement the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality and the Strategic Plan of Action of the CIM, and to the mandate assigned to the Executive Secretary to undertake activities intended to incorporate the gender perspective in the preparatory work for the meetings of ministers of labor, education, and justice.  The following steps have been taken:

On March 21, 2001, an informal preliminary planning meeting was convened with the permanent representatives of the countries comprising the Executive Committee, and representatives of the International Labour Organization 
(ILO), the Economic Council for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the World Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the U.S. Department of Labor, the “Women in the Global Economy” division of  the labor union, AFL-CIO, the Unit for Social Development and Education
, and the OAS Office of Summit Follow-up
.

On the basis of the recommendations, a working document was prepared, and reviewed at a second meeting held on May 24, 2001.  The revised document was presented by the Executive Secretary at the Technical Preparatory Meeting of the Labor Ministers in Miami, Florida, on July 11th and 12th, , 2001 and is submited as CIM/CD/doc.21/01 for the consideration of this second regular session (item 4.1 of the agenda).


Agreement No. 2:   On May 21, 2001, copies of the Declaration of Quebec City and the Plan of Action of the Third Summit of the Americas were sent to all principal delegates.  Delegates who so wish may obtain additional copies of these documents at the Second Regular Meeting.


Agreement No. 4:  Pursuant to the mandate assigned at the last meeting of the Executive Committee, the Permanent Secretariat prepared the revised version of the Procedure Manual for the Evaluation of Seed Fund Projects
.  This document (CIM/CD/doc.19/01) was distributed and is the instrument to be used by the Executive Committee in evaluating and selecting Seed Fund projects for funding.


Agreement No. 7:  On May 29, 2001, note No. 05-071/01 was sent to comply with this mandate.

III. Third Summit of the Americas (Quebec City, Canada)

The Third Summit of the Americas was held in Quebec City from April 20 to 22, 2001.  Copies of the Declaration of Quebec City and the Plan of Action of the Third Summit will be made available to the delegates at the Second Regular Meeting for their study and comment.

IV. Seed Fund of the CIM for 2001
The Permanent Secretariat has prepared an informational document on the Seed Fund project proposals that were received.  They will be considered by Executive Committee under the corresponding agenda item. Of the twenty-three (23) projects that were received, twelve (12) did not include the counterpart certification, and one was received well past the deadline for submission of proposals.  The ten (10) projects to be studied by the Committee are set forth in document CIM/CD/doc.26/01, for consideration under agenda item No. 6.

V.
Study onTrafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas

A progress report on the Study on Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas is attached to this document. (Appendix I)
VI. Official missions
1.
San José, Costa Rica, March 7-8, 2001.  Participation by the Executive Secretary in the subregional meeting on “Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas.”  The purpose of the meeting was to present the project to, and coordinate with, nongovernmental organizations in Costa Rica.

2.
New York, March 6-8, 2001.  CIM Principal Specialist, Mercedes Kremenetzky, represented the CIM at the 45th session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women.
  The sessions of this meeting were devoted to follow-up of the Fourth World Conference on Women 
and the special session of the General Assembly entitled "Women 2000:  Gender, Equality, Development and Peace for the Twenty-First Century
."  Reports of the U.N. Secretary-General were presented on enhancement of the status of women within the Permanent Secretariat (E/CN.6/2001/5) and on the joint work plan of the Office of the Special Advisor to the Secretary General on Gender Issues and Advancement of Women 
of the United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women
 and the Office of the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(E/CN.4/2001/70-E/CN.6/2001/3).

3.
Belize, April 15-18, 2001.  As in Costa Rica, the Executive Secretary participated in the national meeting to coordinate activities with nongovernmental organizations in connection with the project on “Trafficking in Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas
.”
4.
Costa Rica, April 18-20, 2001

4.1
Participation in a workshop organized by the Inter-American Institute of Human Rights (IIHR).  As part of the worldwide "our rights are not optional" campaign, the IIHR organized a training workshop on application of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW
), which was held in San José, Costa Rica, on April 18, 2001.  CIM Principal Specialist, Mercedes Kremenetzky, was invited to attend this event to discuss the CIM and the Optional Protocol to the CEDAW.

The following individuals also participated as panelists:  Gilda Pacheco, Director for Civil Society, IIHR; Line Barreiro, Coordinator of the Gender and Human Rights Program, IIHR; and Alda Facio, Coordinator for Latin America of the world campaign and Director of the Women, Justice & Gender Program of the United Nations Latin American Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders (ILANUD).

At the conclusion of the presentations, questions were entertained, providing an opportunity to discuss the work being carried out by the CIM, particularly in connection with implementation of the Inter-American Program on the  Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.

4.2
Meeting with ILANUD.  On April 18, 2001, at ILANUD headquarters, the CIM Principal Specialist met with Mr. Ronald Woodbridge, Advisor for International Cooperation, Dr. Alda Facio, and Mr. Rodrigo Jimenez.  They discussed possible strategies to implement the results of the "Violence in the Americas" project.  ILANUD was partner in this research project.

CIM and ILANUD have presented a funding proposal to OAS Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development on the “Rights and Guarantees of Equity of Women Victims of Sexual Crimes in Latin America and the Caribbean.”  To date, no response has been received.

ILANUD has also demonstrated interest and willingness in collaborating with the CIM in developing recommendations for presentation at the Justice Ministerial on the incorporation of a gender perspective in the programs and policies of the Justice Ministries. 

4.3
Thirty-second meeting of the Presiding Officers 
of the ECLAC Regional Conference on Women of Latin America and the Caribbean
.  Dr. Kremenetzky participated in the meeting of its presiding officers, held in San José, Costa Rica, on April 19 and 20, 2001.  In the section of the meeting devoted to follow-up of large conferences and international summits, a report was presented on the results of the CIM Assembly of Delegates and the new composition of the Executive Committee.  Progress made with projects currently being developed by the CIM was also summarized.  Lastly, the importance of the Inter-American Program was underscored, and the presiding officers were invited to join in the implementation of this CIM initiative and, in particular, to participate in drafting recommendations for the incorporation of the gender perspective for presentation to the ministers of labor, justice, and education.  The complete report of this meeting, prepared by ECLAC, is available to interested parties in the CIM Permanent Secretariat (available only in Spanish).

5.
Buenos Aires, Argentina, May 7-11, 2001.  Ms. Laura Langberg, CIM consultant, participated as representative of the Executive Secretary on the Training Course for Young Business Leaders in the Province of Buenos Aires.  Further information on this event is available in document CIM/CD/doc.20/01, to be considered under agenda item 4.4.

6.
San José, Costa Rica, June 3-5, 2001.   The President and the Executive Secretary attended the thirty-first regular session of the OAS General Assembly.

7.
Cancún, Mexico, June 5-8, 2001.  The Executive Secretary represented the CIM at the "Symposium 2001 Gender Violence, Health and Rights in the Americas,"
 organized by the Pan American Health Organization.  At the symposium, copies of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women's Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality in April 2000, were distributed, as well as copies of the Convention of Belém do Pará.
8.
Chicago, June 9-13, 2001.  The Executive Secretary participated in a coordination meeting on the research project “Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas” with the International Human Rights Law Institute 
of DePaul University
.
9.
Quito, Ecuador, June 20-23, 2001.  Andean subregional Meeting of Experts on Violence in the Americas.  The Executive Secretary and the Principal Specialist of CIM, Mercedes Kremenetzky, participated in representation of CIM.  The Final Report of the meeting is available on document CIM/CD/doc.22/01 to be considered under agenda item 3.1.
10. Panama City, Panama, June 23-27, 2001.  The Executive Secretary attended the meeting of the council of the Program for the Support of Women's Leadership and Representation (PROLEAD)
 of the Inter-American Development Bank (IBD).

VII.
Other meetings, Washington, D.C.
April 10:
Meeting with Amy Johnson, Program Director, International Women's Media Foundation
, on possible collaboration with the CIM on a joint program.

April 24:
Meeting with Mrs. Laís Abramo, regional specialist on gender issues of the International Labour Organization (ILO).  At the meeting, consideration was given to possible collaboration with the ILO on the ministers of labor project.

April 25:
Speech to an Arlington County high school on OAS and CIM.

May:

Meeting with Marijke Velzeboer, PAHO, on coordination with UN agencies for the trafficking project.

April – May:
Meetings with OAS heads of department in connection with the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality.

VIII. News items
1.
Appointments to the CIM 


Peru – Effective January 29, 2001, the Government of Peru appointed Mrs. Susana Villarán de la Puente as the new principal delegate to the CIM.  Mrs. Villarán de la Puente is Minister of Promotion of Women and of Human Development 
(PROMUDEH).  Mrs. Silvia Rosario Loli Espinoza, Manager, Promotion of Women of PROMUDEH, was appointed Alternate Delegate.


Mexico -  Effective March 28, 2001, the Government of Mexico appointed Ms. Patricia Espinosa, President of the National Women's Institute, as Principal Delegate of Mexico to the CIM, and Ms. María de Lourdes Aranda Bezaury, Director General, Office of Environment and Natural Resources, Secretariat of Foreign Affairs
, as Alternate Delegate.
2.
Regional activities


Costa Rica – On March 27, 2001, the Responsible Parenthood Act, Law No. 8101, was enacted by the Legislative Assembly of Costa Rica, and was published in the Costa Rican official gazette, La Gaceta, on April 27.


The law is designed to enforce the provisions of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
 and the Code on the Child and the Adolescent, which indicate that all children shall have the right to know their parents, and to grow up, mature, and be cared for by them.


The law comes into force on its date of publication.  A copy is available for consultation in the Specialized Library of the Women of the CIM.  It may also be requested from the National Women's Institute at: inamucr@sol.racsa.co.cr. 

Argentina -  The CIM sponsored the publication of the book Mujeres en Números [Women in Statistics] by the Office of Women of the Autonomous Government of the City of Buenos Aires.

3.
Dissemination and promotion of the activities of the CIM

Bulletin of the CIM.  The June 2001 issue of the bulletin Mujer Interamericana has just been completed.  Copies of that document will be distributed to participants at the Second Regular Meeting.

Video/documentary on the CIM.  Production has just been completed of the Spanish version of the video/documentary "Mujeres de las Américas" of the "América Viva" series.  It is the result of a joint CIM/OAS Department of Public Information 
effort.  As was reported at the last regular meeting, the aim of this project is to support initiatives involving the marketing, dissemination, and promotion of CIM activities.  The video will be shown to the delegates at the Second Regular Meeting for informational purposes.  The first screening of the video took place at the Third Summit of the Americas in Quebec City, where it earned very favorable reviews.

Celebrations marking International Women's Day 
and Women of the Americas Day
.  On February 18, 2001, during the celebrations marking Women of the Americas Day and another anniversary of the CIM, messages from Mr. César Gaviria, Secretary General of the OAS, and the Hon. Indranie Chandarpal, President of the CIM, were conveyed to all principal delegates.

On March 2, 2001, in commemoration of International Women's Day, the Executive Secretary of the CIM was interviewed by Ms. Sulima Palacios of WorldNetTV of the Voice of America for a television program on women's issues in the member states.


Investment seminar for women.  As part of yet another effort by the CIM to explore and cooperate in the advancement of women in the 21st century, on July 18, 2001, at OAS headquarters, a seminar will be held on basic investment information–women and their search for financial independence.  The seminar will be given by Mr. Eloy Mestre, Secretary-Treasurer 
of the Office of Retirement and Pension Fund 
of the OAS.

4. Program for the Support of Women's Leadership and Representation (PROLEAD)
In early March 2001, a request for proposals was sent to the principal delegates of Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Panama for their information.  The request had been sent to the CIM Permanent Secretariat by PROLEAD of the Inter-American Development Bank.  It invited civil society organizations of those countries to present proposals in the area of women's leadership and good governance.  April 16, 2001, was the deadline for presentation of proposals.

APPENDIX I

PROGRESS REPORT

July 1, 2001

A STUDY OF THE TRAFFICKING OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
FOR SEXUAL EXPLOITATION IN THE AMERICAS


The Study of the Trafficking of Women and Children for Sexual Exploitation in the Americas is being coordinated by the International Human Rights Law Institute (IHRLI) of DePaul University, together with the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) and the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI), which are both specialized organizations of the Organization of American States (OAS).


To ensure that an effective empirical investigation is carried out, a standard method and questionnaire have been developed for use in all the countries participating in the project. The aforementioned questionnaire has been distributed to all project counterparts. A copy of the questionnaire is available in Spanish. 

Between March and July 2001, three meetings or congresses have been held for participants in the project from the following countries:

1. Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Panama

2. El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras

3. Belize and the Dominican Republic


The idea of the meetings was to present the project and its methodologies in each country and to discuss the implementation method best suited to that particular country.  The project on the trafficking of women and children for sexual exploitation adopts a participatory approach and is designed to allow the greatest possible number of national NGOs, state entities, and international organizations specializing in the subject to participate.


Taking part in the three above-mentioned meetings were representatives of governmental and nongovernmental organizations, delegates from academic institutions, and experts in a number of disciplines.


A “Regional Counterparts Meeting” (Encuentro Regional de Contrapartes) is scheduled for July 19-21 in Costa Rica.  It will be attended by the project coordinators, representatives of the International Human Rights Law Institute (IHRLI) of DePaul University and of the CIM, and delegates of the counterparts.  On that occasion, progress reports will be presented for Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama, and the Dominican Republic.  Participants will analyze the project’s main achievements in the region and legal aspects of the trafficking of women and children for commercial sexual exploitation.  This evaluation meeting is expected to end with a report containing conclusions, recommendations for the counterparts, and a schedule of future activities. 

As mentioned in previous reports to the Executive Committee, there will be three components in the investigative stage of the project in each country:  1) official or government research papers on legal aspects, international obligations, statistics, and practices; 2) unofficial or nongovernmental data (referred to in penal statistics as “black numbers”) from NGOs and academic and religious organizations working in this field; and 3) an analytical study comparing official and unofficial research in each country. 


Currently, the project is designed to cover 14 countries in the Americas: Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Chile, the Dominican Republic, Jamaica, Mexico, Belize, and the six Central American countries. One subregion includes Costa Rica (as the base for a subregional study of the six Central American countries, the Dominican Republic, and Belize). Although the methodology and questionnaire should be standard for all the countries and regions, during project execution consideration should be given to the cultural, political, and economic particularities of each country. 


Finally, CIM is very pleased to announce that it received a grant of U$S 250,000 from USAID (United States Agency for International Development) for the continuation of this project.
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