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Ambassador Esteban Tomic, President of the Permanent Council, Permanent Representative of Chile to the OAS,  Ambassador Luigi Einaudi, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, istinguished Ambassadors, Permanent Representative to the OAS, Permanent Observers to the OAS, Representatives of the Inter-American and other International Organizations, Representatives of Non-Governmental Organizations, Delegates to CIM, Emeritus Advisors to CIM, Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission of Women, Carmen Lomellin


I would like first of all to express my heartfelt sympathy to Carmen Elena Calderón de Escalón, Principal Delegate from El Salvador and member of this Executive Committee, and to Ambassador Margarita Escobar and the other members of the Delegation from El Salvador, for the great losses suffered by their country in the wake of two recent earthquakes.


I am honored to welcome all of you to this first meeting of the CIM Executive Committee for 2000-2002. As we initiate this biennium, I would like to express my gratitude to you for electing me as President of CIM . I am grateful for your confidence and I promise that I will work vigorously to advance our objectives. Knowing the commitment and dedication of my fellow Committee Members, I am convinced that we will have a very successful tenure.


We have before us a challenging biennium. During the past two years, we have worked very hard to build a structure for consultation and consensus building. The results in this regard include the first Ministerial-level meeting on the advancement of women and its follow-up mechanism; the adoption by the countries of the Hemisphere of the Inter-American Program to Promote Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality and the establishment of very important link between CIM, the Ministerial meeting and the Summit process. Throughout, gender mainstreaming became the main strategy for addressing gender issues and achieving gender equality at the hemispheric level. These achievements have given us a sound point of departure for our work and we are pleased to look back on them.


Today, we are here to decide on strategies and procedures to carry out our very ambitious Biennial Work Program. The implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality (IAP) and of the Strategic Plan of Action are the most important priorities. Another theme for discussion is CIM’s participation as technical advisor in the Summit of the Americas process, now that gender has been incorporated into the draft Plan of Action for the Third Summit. Fortunately, the objectives and lines of action of the Inter-American Program, the Strategic Plan of Action and the Plans of Action of the Summits of the Americas complement each other and give us a solid and coherent platform for action. 


Implementing the Inter-American Program will be very challenging and I’m sure rewarding to all of us. On one hand, we as Principal Delegates must assume an active role in promoting the Inter-American Program in each of our countries and in carrying out and coordinating activities to put it into action. To support this objective, last November the XXX Assembly of Delegates adopted Resolution CIM/RES. 212 (XXX-O/00) “2001 Seed Fund Distribution Criteria”, to provide the Delegates with funding for projects promoting the Inter-American Program, and I want to state that without funding we will not be able to carry it out.  I’m very happy that we presently our have two Ambassadors and I hope they will be able to give us that vital support which is so necessary if we are to advance and if we are to execute the IAP. 


On the other hand, CIM must also propose measures to incorporate a gender perspective within the OAS and the inter-American system and in the agendas of the ministerial-level meetings. Another aspect of the IAP to be considered is the relationship with civil society organizations and how we can best achieve a mutually beneficial alliance.


Before concluding, I would like to thank Ambassador Luigi Einaudi, Assistant Secretary General of the OAS for taking time off to be present with us this morning and also Ambassador Tomic. The issues that you have raised are very fundamental issues especially those relating to human relationships and the very many tasks ahead of us.  As you have rightfully stated, those of us today who are in the Executive Committee have to be the torch bearers for all the other Executive Committees that will come after us. I do believe that we need  to use our two years here to be very creative in our approach in this period, and we’re hoping that we will be able to get the support of the OAS and all the Executive members present and also the agencies that are present with us.  I would also like express my gratitude to our Executive Secretary, Carmen Lomellin for her effective fundraising activities, which she will be sharing with us at a later stage,  and importantly, the staff for their dedicated services.  I know that when those of us in the Executive leave, it is the executive staff that will have to take on the responsibilities and I want to thank them very much for their suppor and also for their continued dedicated commitment to the work. 


As I have said before, we are now at a point where we know the problems and we have the instruments and structures to achieve effective results. I am convinced that CIM’s adoption of a new approach and a more comprehensive strategy for addressing gender issues at the hemispheric level will be most effective for promoting gender mainstreaming in our region and for reinforcing CIM’s role as the principal forum for generating hemispheric policy to promote women's human rights and gender equality. I am also convinced that CIM’s potential will be fully developed as we continue to advance in this new course of action. 


I am sure that our meeting, indeed our biennium, will be most fruitful. I invite you all to continue with your work.  At this time I wish to ask everyone to please stand so we can observe a minute of silence for the lives lost in the recent earthquakes in El Salvador.


Thank you very much.  I wish to conclude by stating that we must be prepared to use the two-year mandate to lay the solid foundation – and I need to re-emphasize the  words “the solid foundation”- for CIM  for the century ahead. 

I thank you.
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